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Helping People . . . 

Changing Lives 

Program Spotlight:  
HOMELESS PREVETION/RAPID REHOUSING 

lar, and adequate 
nighttime residence, which 
includes a primary 
nighttime residence of:  

 Place not designed for 
or ordinarily used as a 
regular sleeping ac-
commodation 
(including car, park, 
abandoned building, 
bus/train station, air-
port, or camping 
ground) 

 Publicly or privately 
operated shelter or 
transitional housing, 
including a hotel or 
motel paid for by gov-
ernment or charitable 
organizations. 

Applicants must be a resi-
dent of Acadia Parish or 
want to relocate to Acadia 
Parish.  Applicants must 
also have a  steady source 
of income or will be receiv-
ing a steady source of in-
come within the first 90 
days of the program.  An 
example would be some-
one who has an award 
letter from Social Security 
stating that they qualify 
for benefits but they have 
not begun to receive their 
money. Or an individual 
who has just started work-
ing but has not received 
their first paycheck.    

The Homeless Preven-
tion/Rapid Rehousing 
Program provides assis-
tance to individuals who 
are literally homeless or 
who meet criteria of  im-
minent homelessness. 
 

For the Homeless Pre-
vention Program the ap-
plicant must be immi-
nently homeless accord-
ing to the US Depart-
ment of Housing and 
Urban Development 
(HUD.)   

This means the Individu-
al or family is being 
evicted within 14 days 
from their primary 
nighttime residence and: 
(a) No subsequent resi-
dence has been identi-
fied; and (b) the house-
hold lacks the resources 
or support networks (i.e. 
family, friends, faith-
based or other social 
networks) needed to ob-
tain other permanent 
housing. 

For the Rapid Rehous-
ing Program, the appli-
cant must meet the 
HUD definition of literal-
ly homeless:  

 An individual or family 
who lacks a fixed, regu-

For both programs the 
income of the applicant 
cannot exceed 30% of 
the Average Median In-
come for the State of 
Louisiana. To qualify for 
either program, there 
are additional require-
ments that will be dis-
cussed with the appli-
cants.  

The funding for this pro-
gram is made available 
by HUD Emergency Ser-
vices Grant (ESG)  
through the Louisiana 
Housing Corporation 
(LHC.)  The Mission of 
the Louisiana Housing 
Corporation is to ensure 
that every Louisiana resi-
dent is granted an op-
portunity to obtain safe, 
affordable, energy effi-
cient housing.  For more 
information on LHC pro-
grams call toll free 888-
454-2001. 

For more information on 
the Homeless Preven-
tion/Rapid Rehousing 
Program in Acadia Par-
ish, contact the ASSIST 
Agency at 337-788-7550 
x 138. 
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Sharon Clement has 

been the Executive 

Director of ASSIST 

Agency, Inc. since June 

2003.  Prior to this she 

served as Special 

Programs Director, 

Asst. Special Programs 

Director, and Executive 

Secretary.  She is a 

graduate of Delta 

Business School.  Mrs. 

Clement is a life-long 

resident of Crowley, 

LA.    

 

She was married to the 

late Wilfred J. Clement, 

and has four children 

and four  

grandchildren. When 

not tackling the issues 

affecting our fellow 

man, she enjoys 

reading, church 

functions, and 

spending time with her 

grandchildren.  

Director’s Corner 
Dear Friends, 

We are reeling in excite-

ment over the huge suc-

cess of our summer food 

services and recreation 

programs in Acadia and 

Jefferson Davis Parishes.  

We’ve received only posi-

tive comments from the 

participants, workers, and 

program sponsors.  The 

children were able to es-

cape boredom for about 

seven or eight weeks and 

get two nutritious meals in 

the meantime.  We are 

looking forward to an even 

bigger and better program 

in the years to come.   

Now that the children are 

back in school we are busy 

planning for next year’s 

program and at the same 

time helping our elderly 

and disadvantaged popu-

lation maintain a com-

fortable living environ-

ment by assisting them 

with their high utility bills 

and housing cost.  As you 

are aware temperatures 

have been in the triple 

digits and the cost of 

cooling a home has sky-

rocketed.  The assistance 

we provide them in the 

form of a grant payable 

to the respective utility 

company and/or land-

lord/mortgager goes a 

long way in helping the 

families stretch their re-

maining dollars to buy 

food, medicines, etc.  In 

some instances lives may 

have been saved because 

we were there to help.  

Of course, we could not 

have done it without the 

support of our grantors, 

community partners, and 

your prayers.  Please 

continue to pray for the 

success of our agency 

and if you or someone 

you know is in need of 

any of our services, 

please feel free to con-

tact us.  Help us fulfill our 

mission of helping people 

– changing lives.  Enjoy 

the rest of your summer.   

Looking forward to fall, 

Sharon Clement 

Executive Director 

Staff Spotlight: Sandra Bourque 

Sandy is the Accounting/
Administrative Assistant.  
She was born in Abbeville   

She has lived in Abbe-
ville, Lake Charles, Sul-
phur, Erath, and 
Kaplan over the years. 

She has 3 children. 2 
girls – ages 24 and 
21  and 1 boy – age 13.   

When she is not hard 
at work with the AS-
SIST Agency, she en-
joys shooting pool and 
hanging out with fami-

ly and friends. 

She lives by what her 
mother told her as she 
was growing up:  

“My Mom used to al-
ways tell me that 
nothing was beyond 
my reach……..all things 
are possible if you be-
lieve…….so reach for 
the stars!” 
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Home 
ownership is 

the 
cornerstone 
of a strong 
community. 

 
-Rick Renzi 

my homebuyer program 

counselor referred me to 

the ASSIST Agency to see 

if I might qualify for their 

United Way-IDA pro-

gram.  Sure enough, my 

IDA counselor has walked 

me through this past year 

and I was, indeed, award-

ed money that I used to-

ward my insurance clos-

ing costs.  We are now 

proud to be living in our 

new home. 

My IDA counselor and I 

have talked, step-by-

step, about my future in 

our ongoing sessions.  I 

even had my income tax-

es processed free at AS-

SIST Agency through 

their United Way-VITA 

program.  And during my 

last session with my IDA 

counselor, we were dis-

cussing the next goal of 

my “action plan”, when I 

learned that United Way 

has a component of their 

The following story is about an 

actual client.  Some details 

were changed to protect the 

client’s privacy.  

 

I have lived in Acadia Par-

ish my entire life.  Along 

my occasionally difficult 

path, I learned that 

setting goals for myself 

was the key to continue 

moving forward.  As a 

single mother of two lov-

ing sons, I know that I 

must take the responsi-

bility of “role model” to 

heart.  One of my goals 

was to provide a stable, 

permanent home for 

them to flourish.  I was 

blessed to find a 

“homebuyer program” 

that I could qualify for.  I 

was more than grateful 

for such an opportunity; I 

could not have asked for 

more.    

But, to my surprise, at 

the start of construction, 

IDA program to a sup-

port adult education. 

I never realized the level 

of “grass roots” commu-

nity commitment by 

United Way.  It has and 

continues to touch my 

life.  Yes, I make the big 

steps, but these types of 

support are such an en-

couragement for work-

ing people.  This is an 

example of “giving a 

hand-up, not a hand-

out” at its best.   

Kudos to United Way 

and ASSIST Agency!   

Thank you for all you do. 

 

Editor’s Note:  

 

The IDA Homebuyer Pro-
gram is available to resi-
dents of Acadia and Ver-
milion Parishes.  If you 
are interested in the IDA 
Homeownership Pro-
gram, contact the ASSIST 
Agency—337-788-7550 x 
138 for details.  

Success Story - Homeownership 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/r/rickrenzi337553.html?src=t_home_ownership
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/r/rickrenzi337553.html?src=t_home_ownership
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/r/rickrenzi337553.html?src=t_home_ownership
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/r/rickrenzi337553.html?src=t_home_ownership
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/r/rickrenzi337553.html?src=t_home_ownership
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/r/rickrenzi337553.html?src=t_home_ownership
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/r/rick_renzi.html


The ASSIST Agency sponsored the Summer Food Service/Recreation 
Programs in Jeff Davis Parish at Jennings Elementary and at Crowley 
Middle School in Acadia Parish.  A total of 28,793 meals were served to 
children in these areas.  In Jeff Davis that breaks down to 10,308 
breakfasts and 11,265 lunches. Approximately 250 children participat-
ed in the Jeff Davis Recreation Program.  In Acadia we served 2,925 
Breakfasts and 4,055 lunches and approximately 200 children  partici-
pated in the Acadia Recreation Program.  The evaluation forms sub-
mitted by the participants were overwhelmingly positive.  It was a 
great summer!! 
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The meals provid-
ed at the Summer 
Program help to 
alleviate the prob-
lem of food inse-
curity in our area.  

Food Insecurity 
means that at 
times during the 
year, these house-
holds were uncer-
tain of having, or 
unable to acquire, 
enough food to 
meet the needs of 
all their members 
because they had 
insufficient money 
or other resources 
for food.   

Acadia  Parish has 
a food insecurity 
rate of 14.3% , 
meaning  8,870 
individuals and 
families are food 
insecure.  In Jeff 
Davis  Parish 
13.7% or  53,920 
people are food 
insecure.  In Ver-
milion  Parish,  
12.9%  or  7,530 
people are food 
insecure. 

The Acadia Program’s theme was “A World of Adventure.”  Each week cen-

tered on a different country and included lessons, games, and crafts.  Here 

are some of the participants with their Mardi Gras mask crafts. 
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when you shop 
online and they do-
nate a percentage of 
every purchase and 
offer over 100,000 
coupons to help you 
save money too!. 
Sign up for their 
Gooddining program 
and they'll donate a 
percentage of your 
restaurant bill when 
you eat at any one of 

Goodsearch donates 
money to your fa-
vorite cause when 
you search the Inter-
net, shop online or 
dine out at local res-
taurants! Use 
Goodsearch.com to 
search the Internet 
and they donate a 
penny per search to 
your cause. Use 
Goodshop.com 

thousands of partici-
pating restaurants. 
It's really easy; it's 
free and turns sim-
ple everyday actions 
into a way to make 
the world a better 
place. Please sign up 
today to support AS-
SIST Agency .Go to 
www.goodsearch.co
m and choose ASSIST 
Agency...Thanks! 

 

The ASSIST Emergency Shelter for women and children is in 
great need of bath towels, wash cloths, and feminine hy-
giene products.  The majority of the women arrive at the 
shelter with little more than the clothes on their backs and 
need the basic hygiene items such as shampoo, toothpaste, 
deodorant, etc.  
 
The shelter location is unpublished to protect the privacy 
of our residents.  The shelter houses women and children 
who have lost their homes for various reasons, including 
domestic abuse. We offer life skills education, financial 
counseling, assistance with applying for SNAP benefits, and 
any other services needed to help the residents move to-
ward stable housing.    
 
 For more information contact us at 337-788-7550 x 138. 

Donating to ASSIST Is as Easy as  

Searching the Web 

http://www.goodsearch.com
http://www.goodshop.com
http://www.goodsearch.com/
http://www.goodsearch.com/
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Board of Directors 

Anthony Candler, Sr., 
President,  Jeff Davis 

Shirley Schexnider - 
Vice-President, Vermil-
ion  

Sanders Senegal - Sec-
retary, Acadia  

Katie Jolivette - Treas-
urer, Acadia 

Mike Kloesel - Parlia-
mentarian, Vermilion 

Donald Francis—
Chaplain, Jeff Davis 

Brian Alfred –Jeff Davis 

Alton Allen—Acadia 

Calvin Broussard, Jr. - 
Vermilion 

Winnie Broussard - 
Vermilion 

Robert Dominick –
Acadia 

Peggy Keys –Jeff Davis 

Harriet Lawdins –Jeff 
Davis 

Angela Lehman—Jeff 
Davis 

Anita Levy –Vermilion 

Chris Mayfield - Acadia 

Curtrese Minix- Acadia 

Brigette Travasos– Ver-
milion 

 

Editor’s Corner:   
Note:  Views expressed in this 
article do not necessarily re-
flect the views of the ASSIST 
Agency or any of its other 
staff.  T he views expressed 
here are that of the Editor 
only. 
 

The heat is on!!  It has been 
unusually hot over the last 
few weeks here.  And little 
rain fell during that time.  
We began to miss the cold 
of winter and the rain.  We 
forgot just how cold we 
were in winter and wishing 
at that time for the heat of 
summer.   
 
And so it is in our daily 
lives.  Do we ask for some-
thing we need and upon 
receiving it, wish it were 
bigger, better, smaller, fast-
er, etc.?  Frederick Keonig 
says we tend to forget that 
happiness doesn’t come as 
a result of getting some-
thing we don’t have, but 

rather of recognizing and 
appreciating what we do 
have. 
 
When I find myself day-
dreaming about all the 
things I wish I had or could 
do, I have to stop and realize 
that I what I have is often 
enough….it is often just what 
I need.  And sometimes it is 
more than I need.   I have 
loving family and friends 
who bring joy into my life 
even when the world around 
me is not so wonderful.   
 
We can find joy in many situ-
ations if we only look for it 
instead of enumerating the 
bad things about it.   The 
same for other human be-
ings in our lives.  Do we look 
for the good or the positive 
in each person we meet in-
stead of judging them imme-
diately?  Would you not like 
the same courtesy extended 
to you?  We never know 

what struggles someone is 
dealing with that is affecting 
their attitude.  We all have 
our off days.  Just remember 
to try and appreciate what 
and who we do have in our 
lives. It will help you be more 
satisfied with what you have.  
 
We welcome your comments 
on this article. Contact Edna 
Semar, editor:   
Assistshelter  @bellsouth.net 

The ASSIST Agency Jeff Davis Parish office is located at 107 E. Nezpique St., Jen-
nings, La.   Office hours are 8:00 am—4:30 pm, Monday through Friday.   For an 
appointment for assistance please call 337-824-7800.  

Located at 407 Charity Street, Abbeville, La., the Vermilion Parish office of the     
ASSIST Agency is open from 8:00 am—4:30 pm, Monday through Friday.  Mrs. 
Lenise Landry  and Ms. Kercia Huntly are able to assist you. For an appointment for 
assistance please call 337-898-9554. 

The Acadia Parish office of  the ASSIST Agency is open from 8:00 am—4:30 pm, 
Monday through Friday and is located at 11 N Parkerson Ave., Crowley, La.   
Mrs. Linda Benoit and  Mrs. Crystal Chevalier will be available to assist you in Aca-
dia Parish. For an appointment please call 337-788-7550, ext. 138. 

ASSIST AGENCY OUTREACH OFFICES 

Today I will choose Joy!! 


